: ; ; r fe Ie tS ; direct Scien- 
“Link to Defense’ and “polis? and 

Strained, He Tells esent time impor-, 
+House Committee eae ten 


A _ and are only Partially used Be- 
. By L. Edgar Prina ! catise our normal planning. = 
,__ Dr. Vannevar Bush has warned | | decision-making ; processes can- 
- Congress that the Government’s V4 ass 
security program has “almost i 

destroyed” the one-time healthy j 
‘ partnership between scientists |} 
> and the armed services. 
- The president of the Carnegie @ 
. Institution made his views known | pete — not 
* to the House Government Op- j technoloci y their staffs about 
~ erations Committee last June. # ogical developments rele- 
:-His testimony and that of other | 
* scientific leaders on the organ- 
; ization of military research and 


. made public 
; development was Pp ment for all three services as one 


| today. may to sol 
coat delavs in security | Solve the problem. 
Pointing to delay y € educator also warned 


2 the lack of of- & 
: clearances and we bout the Soviet Campaign to 


_' ficial statements on such investi- , 

».| gations, Dr. Bush noted that sci- |ISee RESFAR | 

| entists who had served the coun- : ess CH, Page A-4.) 
try well and loyally now were 
made objects of security ques- 
tions. He added: - 

“The whole air of suspicion is 

just not such as to produce good 
collaboration, the kind of really 2 
wholeheart ed collaboration eee ee iturn out professional engineers 
tween military men and the:sci- = : 

: ‘ : “4 and scientists. He said that 
entific community that we very 3: 
| much need to have for the prob- # while he had no accurate figures, 
wz he thought it was true that 


ilems that are ahead of us. M Russia has “already passed us 

Supported by Killian. pain their annual prcduction of 
Dr. Bush was joined in his # professional engineers .. .” 

comments on security by Dr.? 

James R. Killian, jr., president: ; tiplying the educational institu- 

of the Massachusetts Institute of?,|tions and increasing incentive 

Technology, who warned that! in order to build up a cadre of 

the present program “may |men in this field, and have been 


pe 
one of the things most hazard- §: doing the same thing in science 
‘as well as engineering,” he said. 


ous to our future ao eae te ee ee 
development activi in , . Busl 
country in relation tq military | Sounded an alert about biologi- 
i problems.” 
e'The MIT prot@@it-Wontended ||is said about hydrogen and 
that a condition has nae cons pee pagers =a 3 a 
where scientists ‘‘are clearly -, ( 

agape cee apprenensive apt beta tee slate 
ous sometimes seems | 

a Balen nyehes with security am aS deeply concerned about 
a ici that as a pbdssibility as-I am 
procedures and policies at the A Pt 
expense of scientific progress.” : sat fission bombs and fusion 
«Dr. -Killian id that the DS. tf": —. 
faeentalle important thing | Aside fr the last row of 
is to “maintain our leadership Seats occupied by friends and rel- 
in the effectiveness of our mili- | the a sg Sheppard family, 
tary weapons.” This is far more j spectator space in the oak- 
¢ ant “than sitting on our. 

secrets,” he said. oe". 


> 


“——~Research-— 


(Continued From First Page.) 


woe = 


panelea Courtroom was taken up 
‘by the 50-odd newsmen reporting 
‘the trial. 


Doubts All-Out War. . 


. Dr. Bush testified that he be-. 
lieved the Russians would not. 
force an all-out world war:that : 


| would mean the indisriminate 
use of hydrogen bombss, gas and 
biological warfare if they thought 
it would be mutually destructive. 


He said that the Soviet was 
doing “pretty well” now and that 
we “must be very careful not to 
force” an all-out war. 

“Our use of the A-bomb, for 
example, in a minor affair such 
as in Indo-China, would be fool- 
hardy in the extreme,” he de- 
clared. a) Sane eee 


| The scientist also called for 
_“far more emphasis on getting 
an adequate air defense for the 
‘North American continent.” He 
|said that this would be a de- 


“They have been rapidly mul- | terrent to Soviet aggression. 


Dr. John Von Neumann, pro- 
fessor of mathematics at the 
Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, N. J., also criticized 
the Government’s security pro- 
gram. 

“Right now we are with se- 
curity in a legal no-man’s land,” 


{cal warfare. Noting that much! pe said, calling for the Congress 


to devote its attention to the 
problem. pee hen tot 
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President Picks 
Princeton Man 


|For AEC Post 


- President Eisenhower today 
appointed Dr. John von Neu- 

mann, Princeton (N. J.) mathe- 

= matician, to be a member of the 

‘ Atomic Energy Commission for 

ES five-year term expiring June: 
30, 1959. 

° Dr. von Neumann, who is 50: 
years old and a member of the 
Institute for Advanced Study at! 
Princeton, succeeds Eugene M. | 

ies who left the commis- | 

| 

i 

i 

} 

{ 

i 

| 


TH RRNA 


sion when his term a a ae 
June 30. 

The new appointment, aeieee 
to Senate confirmation later, will 
bring the commission again to} 
-its full membership of five. 
' The White House said Mr. von : 
Neumann, a native of Budapest, 
Hungary, is an independent po- - 
-litically. The commission thus 
is now composed of-three Re- 
ipublicans, Joseph Campbell, 
Willard Frank Libby and Chair- 
man Lewis L. Strauss; one Dem- 
Jocrat, Thonf€f"E. Murray, and 
one independent. 


Dr. John von Neumann 
Special Inquiry - White House 


Report sent White House October 18th, 195). 
Supplemental report completing investigation 
sent October 21, 195h. 
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7 ae : 
PRESIDENT EISENHOWER NAMED JOHN VON NEUMANN OF THE INSTITUTE FOR 


: W ADVANCED STUDY AT PRINCETON, N.J., TO THE AEC. 
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Mr. Belmont __ 
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Mr. Mohr 
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Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm ___ 

Mr. Sizoo 

Mr. Winterrowd . 
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- Mr. Holloman — 

Miss Gandy __ 
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ome’ MD AM EEUMANN, WHO WAS APPOINTED FOR A FIVE-YEAR TERM, SUCCEEDS EUCEN) 
— M. ZUCKERT WHOSE TERM EXPIRED LAST JUNE 30, _ v 
| |  10/23-~5R1218P 


WASHINGTON CITY NEWS SERVICE 


S | , i 0.20 


Mr. Tolson 
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Mr. Parsons ___ 
Nr. Rosen 
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Mr. Winterrowd _ 
Tele. Room __ 
Mr. Holloman __ 
Miss Gandy ___ 


AEC. ention OWER GAVE VON NEUMANN A RECESS APPOINTMENT, THE SENATE | 


CONVENES « 
NATE ACTION PROBABLY WILL NOT PE TAKEN UNTIL NEXT JANUARY. THE | 
SEMATE SESSION WHICH CONVENES NOV. 8 WILL CONSIDER CENSURE CHARGES io 
___—si‘(kOAGAINST.SEN, MCCAR RTHY on 
aa VON NEUMANN, 50, IS A BUDAPEST-BORN MATHEMATICIAN AND A FORMER 
: TRE OR ATCAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY. 
 TRPELT eal EaBaPHRBERT UAE SEED SPER gAE, MTOM Teer 
Mo COMMISSION'S G A 
= HE” ALSO HAS SERVED ON SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARDS FOR THE AIR FORCE : 
fe AND THE ARMY, AND HAS BEEN A CONSULTANT WITH THE SUPER-SECRET CENTRAL 
Se Lier cea “AGENCY. HIS AIR FORCE DUTIES HAVE LARCELY CONVERNED peek, 


ONS . 
VON NEUMANN WAS A: PROFESSOR AT PRINCETON UNIVERSITY FROM 1951 2 
THROUGH 493530 VETERAN OF U.S ATOMIC WEAPONS RESEARCH, I sar TED | 
. 4 ee e ITED 
e BT eee BEVELOPMENT OF TRE H-BOMB BY PROVIDING QUICK ME F, ' 
hc Sp EA INTRICATE MATHEMATICAL PROBLEMS POSED BY QUT CMONLCLEAR. = 
VON NEUMANN HAS BEEN A PIONEER IN PERFECTION OF ELECTRONIC *BRAINS™ 
NOW ee an USE FOR Kegs IN MINUTES CALCULATIONS THAT WOULD TAK 
ee anes FINISH WITH PENCIL AND PAPER, P aes } 


RKI aNERADBURYS DIRECTOR OF THE AEC*S L 
Lake ator fas SAID H=BOMBS LIKE THOSE TESTE 3 DIN ALANOS aie BOMB 


ST S NO BER 
| TECTRONIC E Bebadae ERNE nee TOGETHER parE won NEUHARNS 
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Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Boardman __ 
‘ Mr. Nichols ___ 
oo Mr. Belmont __ 

Mr. Harbo. 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Parsons __ 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Sizoo 

Mr. Winterrowd _ 

Tele. Room __ 

Mr. Holloman __ 

Miss Gandy __ 


ADD 3 AEC , | ry 
VON NEUMANN IS THE FOURTH MEMBER APPOINTED TO THE FIVE- ct 
| COMMISSION BY PRESIDENT EISENHOWER SINCE HIS INAUGURATION, PREVIOUS | 

. : AUSS, JOSEPH CAMPBELL 

AND DR, W, F. LIBBY, ALL THREE ARE REPUBLICANS, fHE F : 

THOMAS EF, MURRAY, A DEMOCRAT, WAS APPOINTED BY FORMER PRESIDENT 


UMAN, i 

| VON NEUMANN'S FIVE-YEAR TERM WOULD EXPIRES JUNE 30, 19 | 

8 MR, EISENHOWER NAMED EDWIN M. MCMILLANT A PHYSICS PROFESSOR AT 
oe THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, TO SUCCEED VON NEUMANN ON THE AEC'S —  ~ 
» ADVISORY COMMITTEE, MCMILLAN WAS A CO-RECEPIENT OF A NOBEL PRIZE IN 


PHYSICS IN 1951. 


ALSO NAMED TO THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE WERE WARREN C, JOHNSON, | 
PROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, AND JESSE W. 
BEAMS. PHYSICS PROFESSOR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA. : 
TERMS OF ALL THREE ADVISERS WILL EXPIRE AUG. 1, 1960. 
10/23--dR1230P | 
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| | CONFIMRN TIAL 7 ae 
sa cece Mr. Boardman 
Mr. Nichols 
: ? Mr. Belmont 


~s 


November 20, 1954 


Kem, ae FORE 


F behtington, 3d. Oe | ae Use! LASSE 
dear Mr, Adane; | ATER ion ie Sell 


| Reference ta nade to my. letter. dated October 18, 
1954, whtoh trananttted a sumaucry. reflecting the results of 7 
ht eatigattion eee by thie Bureau smecrn ing Joh. wh ar gen 
on?meumann. - : ‘. ae . _ a 


17 “3956, ten hada Ene} 


oO rma | a 
were well caveniniads Ss ae 
long been a member of : untst 
Party meetings at his home during the 


On Novenber as seston 7 


advised that 


described 
Party, and held Communts 

| VIC | Depression years. 
a ee The extenstve background investigation on Yon Feumann 
/ referred to above, did not disclose any close assoctation with 


or did a review of our files concerning 
ny eee aequaintancesh ip with Yon Neumonn other 


A with 
| There is enclosed herewith a 8 ertinent — 4 
informatton tn our files concerning In the «& 
absence of a specific request, no a on will = 
be conducted by the FBI concerning thts matters - we 
ys 
Diseeninatton has been node in thie notter to the ae 
Atonic Energy Coamteston and ell other —_, whteh reoetved .- > 
chad of the summary 68 d teased tn "y le = er ae a 196: 
Ps a ae oe 60 € 
sant 4S Be Are . 

— “gat C 3 *% < n #3 Wathoe rely pours, 

4 Nichols ——— (Summa ries fer: Yon He ao 8 sSoeatt gation were. furnished to ‘the 
Belo ——— arc, Office of Secretary of Defense, “G-2 and Ont, as Yon Neuman 
bob —— a consultant to t : zencies.) ? , 
sa 
Sszoo eS ja 
Winterrowd ° 
Tele. Room —— , ‘ 

Holloss n : ho oe | ' ? A, ofp 
Gasdy | ) Nov 241954 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
! 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: “Mr. Tolson ie DATE: Nov. 17, 195 


FROM ! L. B. Nichols S V 


Tele. Room _ 
Hol oteogrt 


SUBJECT: DR. JOHN VON NEUMANN Sictoed = 


Senator Hickenlooper called me on the morning of L- 
November 17, 1954, to advise that he is going to start hearings at 
9:00 a.m., Thursday morning, November 18, on the confirmation 
of Dr. John Von Neumann and Dr. Willard F. Libby, newly appointed 
Commissioners to the Atomic Energy Commission. Hickenlooper stated 
he was aware of Dr. Von Neumann's defense of Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer 
and his published statements setting forth his critical views on security. 
The Senator stated, however, that Senator H. Alexander Smith of New Jersey . eee 


j- 


has confidentially informed him that he has received information that \ = 

Dr. Von Neumann is very close to and an associate o | L 

Oy ETE St ERI IG ae ; ars ‘ ; | ¥ ~ 

—_ was a member of the Communist Party. - : 
Hickenlooper stated that Senator Smith was not making this charge but was . 

hIc merely passing on information that may or may not be well grounded. : 


The Senator stated that he would have to have some information — 
on 


aa: that he would know how to handle the situation a" 

tomorrow, and that he was not going to be caught in trying to '"'kiss off the —e 
confirmation of Von Neumann in the event he had bad connections."' The 

| Senator wondered if we could give him any guidance on a confidential basis 


as he does not feel that this is a matter to be handled through official channels 
at this point. 


I told the Senator I did not know what we could do to help him, 
but we would check and then decide what to do. I told the Senator that I would 
call him either late this afternoon or call him at his home tonight. 


o have a summary prepared on 


afternoon. 


Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Rosen 


73 NOV 2¢ 1952 


(5) : ; oe Se tae 


Memorandum to Mr. Tolson trom L.. B. Nichols 
RE: DR. JOHN VON NEUMANN 


I think that under the circumstances if we have anything 
substantial, we should advise Hickenlooper on a personal and confidential 
basis. 1 think this would be preferable to having him go through any 
official channels. 
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EE Lenten * UNITED starycs COVERNAaNT 
z . = | | jie. 
Pe TO g Mr. Tolson DATENovember V 4 Berea 
FROM 4. B. Nichols 
SUByacr : 


fRce to the call which | Teceived from Senator 
Hickenlog Set November } regarding the alleged 2S s80ciations 
Dr. Von N 
we had gome 200 refere 


nCes in the files o 
to get the highlights ina Summary in Order 
On the night of November l?th. The Summa 


It was onl 


enable me to talk to 
Ty is attached 


Y Peesible | 
Hickenlooper 


time and var cus 2£S80cia es Rted 
Clateg AAC 


heard nothing whic 


h would indicate 
ey ae — - P . ca a 
C. 


LEX RET WOM, 


—— cy 


Le 


Mr. Tolson frem L. B. Nichols ee) A 7 November 17, 1954 


Hickenlooper then told me that he has since learn 
Srnith talked to L&iis Strauss about Von Neumann/about 


e 

Smith received his information from ——_—_——— 

SMAI vata ane Srncee cent Bryon aPinoe 
up to conduct a "15-minute investigation" and report back to Smith. 


Hickenlo r then told me in confidence 


The Senator expressed ap 
after the Commission. 


e cooperation add stated he wo <eep 


1S be 3 a oh ot ne ee Oe 


It is recommended that when the Domestic Intelligence Division 
completes the review on s data be summarized and furnished 
to the Atomic Energy Commission. IE is believed this should be given expeditious 
attention go thet we can be in a position, should anything c come up, of atating the 
full facts have been furaished to the AEC. 


The investigation of Yon Neumann did not disclose any association | 


wi CR nor did the file review today, other than the fact that both were 
connected wit) ii aaa | 


Be 


ted 7 ~~ ZF , 
7 E: 
¢ a's 4 a . 
e ‘4s ie end aR 1 © eow we a e 
a et aly x SPE G SL > bee e a iy RPA. See 
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se Mr. 
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Phe bs bee ee 


YY 


Fursuant to Mr. Wichols! 


herein pe 
tndividua 


rtinent inforpmc 


ORs @ ada). 


8 concerning 


seb atte 


reutew revealed no associati rn John Von Neuman 
oth being connected: wi th — 


bees 
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L\CTIONS None. For your informa tion, _ ae oe 
lt - wr, Nichols ne 7 
ae e 
ee 


reguest of 11-17-54 there is oe t 
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the cartivngd 


Parsons 

Resen = 
Tamm ____.. 
Sioo .. 
Winterrovd * 
Tele. Room ° 
Holloman . . 


Gandy 


Ir a 


fee Seresce 28 made ti: Er. Nichols mencrundux O° the same 
Gt unos» tae caption “John Von Weumenn" wherein he advised that. - 
he had received uw call from Senator Hickenlooper concerning infor- 
mGttGn thet the latter had received from Senator Smith in Wew Jersey 
tzxat Yor Neumann was a clo Ciate of, 


Nichols requested that our fives be reviewe 
concerning nd that a@ memorandum be preparec late this 
afternoon. @ shortness of time and the numerous file 


references’, there is set forth herein the highlights of the pertinent 
im/formation in our files concerning 
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had traveled in Hungary, Denmark, France, and England, from 
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the Atomic Energy Commission, called me. The Admiral stated that 
in connection with the confirmation of on Neumann he, the Chairman, | 
ee eae rs eee a ees eee eae 
tions concerning Yon Neumann sbout two matters which appear in Vou Neumanz 
file. One of these matters relates to the net that Von Neumann's selatives 
live in Budapest and have considerable funds and that this is indicative of the 
fact that same deal must have been made by Vou Neumann's relatives with 
the Russians in order tc continues te live in that eatyle. Admiral Strauss 
stated he had talked to Yon Neumann about this particular tnforrmation end 
Von Neumann stated that to the contrary his relatives did not live in Budapest 
but in some other town in Hungary and that he, Von Neumann, was supporting 
Con ee Se ee 
Le. A. 
Wee second | ce of information in the Von Neumann file 
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Tolson __tapq pleces of adverse information mentioned te me by Admiral Strauss came 
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Office Memorandum 7 UNITED STATES GOVERNM 


/ 


TO : Mr. Tolson | ~ DATE: February ll, 


FROM ! 
. Ae , Rosen 
: * «a Tamm 
2 3 : Sizoo 
SUBJECT : JOHN VON NEUMANN ly = sa i ~ 
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION | oe oie. Holloman 


6 aE -...::- 
Joint Committee on Atomic Energy called at my office today. He pointed out that 
Senator Anderson, Chairman of the Joint Committee, has endeavored to handle 
the confirmation of Dr. John Von Neumann on a discreet manner. There is 
opposition to Von Neumann and , advised me confidentially that) | 


b7c 


ne sta 
to review the Atomic Energy Commission files including the FBI reports on 
Von Neumann. The staff then briefed the Committee and Ande¥son ~ had the 
AEC file sent to the Committee where the contents were made available to 
members of the Committee. Senator Anderson then suggested that members of th 
Committee who had questions speak privately to Von Neumann. This, members o: 
the Committee have done. hen pointed out that in one of our reports a 
reference is made | | 


[SIA TOr AT cde rx , e 


check of our fies reflect the following: | 


cc - Mr. Boardman 


b cc - Mr. Rosen: : a 
7c get 
LE fo 


(4) 


b; 
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Memo for Mr, Tolson from L. B. Nichols 


RE: JOHN VON NEUMANN 
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 


According to 


He further stated that public hearings have now been schedule 


on the Von Neumann appointment for March 8th to be preceded by an Executive 
Session and the Committee would liketo have an answer by that time. 


It is recommended that the Special Inquiry Section check back on th: 
letter, that we/ sss to establish the authentj 


which may necessitat nce 
time is of the essence, it is believed this matter should be given expeditious 


attention. 


iN .e by ar F 
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Uyf2 « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


. 3.7 Tolson 
TO : Mr. Rosen hic DATE: Febe 16, 1955 Bovémn — 
: 7 Harbo 
FROM z Mr. Callen“ me =o 
sosyectr: JOHN VON NEUMANN Finterond — 
SPECIAL INQUIRY , -K peregeane 


This is to advise of a question raised by Von Neumann to members 
of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy, presently holding hearings in 
connection with his nomination to be a member of the Atomic Energy Com~ 
mission (AEC); | | | | 


ani: The investigation of Von Neumann was highly favorable. In Aprii. 
| 1954, he testified before the Personnel Security Board of the AEC as a 

. character witness on behalf of J. Robert Oppenheimer, whose atomic energy 

ee clearance was suspended as a result of the hearings. He testified before 

4 the Subcommittee of the Committee on Government Operations on June 1), —,. 


> which he criticized the Government's security 


Frank Cotter, staff member, Joint Committee on Atomic Energy 
contacted Assistant to the Director L. B. Nichols on February ll, 1955 
and said the committee is attempting to handle Von Neumann’s confirmation 
in a discreet manner. otter stated that in the Bureau*s investigation 
reference is made toa 


Attachments 
TI] ee U8O4- 


is ee a ee 
cC-Mr. Nichols 5 /elSS Ao | 
hic -Fo a tg unit a a 
9 ) _ 


a a 2 ane 
Sooo. Ce 
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han? 


Memo to Mr. Rosen 


bi 


- said this statement is in direct conf. fe intormation reported 
. by the Bureau and the committee desired. the “conflict be “Beecs were 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


(2) That the attached letters be transmitted to the White 
House, the Attorney General, and other agencies which received copies 
of the Bureau's summary; namely, Office of Secretary of Defense, 
Atomic Energy Commission, G2, Department-ef—the Army, and Office 


of Naval Intelligence, 
ye Aer 


(3) That the attached correspondence be directed to 
Assistant to the Director L. Be Nichols for review prior to 
dissemination in the event he may desire to orally advise Frank 
Cotter of the above. 


sm 
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Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


olsca 
DATE: March 2, 


O O 
SUBJECT: JOHN VON NEUMANN = 
A aan SPECIAL INQUIRY Tele. Room _ 


With reference to dissemination of supplemental a 
information concerning John Von Neumann, &@ prospective member of 
the Atomic Energy Commission, a memorandum dated February 28, 195S3—m 
to the Attorney General did not state specifically that the informati 
conteined therein was furnished to the White House. The Director 


commented, "Why didn't copy to A. Ge indicate that?" 


on j 


-~ 


On October 18, 1954, a summary memorandum concerning the 
results of an extensive investigation of Von Neumann was transmitted 
to the White House, the Attorney General and other interested agencies, 
The transmittal memorandum to the Attorney General stated specifically 
that a copy of the afore-mentioned summary was furnished to the 


White House. It was pointed out that the request for investigation 
came Irom the White House, 


On February 28, 1955, the White House 
General were furnished 


| Bwas merely a follow-up, containing no- 
on addition to that previously furnished to the White 
House and the Attorney General. The Bureau's memorandum to the / # 
Attorney General, dated February 28, 1955, specifically stated in / if} 
the first paragraph that the request for investigation came from Pe 


the White House, but did not state that the White House had been / i} 
/ 


advi sede 


it is acknowledged that it would have been better to 
have advised the Attorney General specifically that the White House 


had been advised, 
ACTION: 


Care will be teken in the future to see that memoranda 
to the Attorney General specifically ment ign dissemination to 


other agencies. RN 77 - ET YZ 
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Office Memora ALL * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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| TO : MR. TOLSOP : gg 7 
| 


Telson 


DATE: Feb. 25, 1955 —Besrdman — 


Belmont 
Harbo ___ 
Mohr 
Parsons 
Rosen — 
Tamm: 


Sizoo 
SUBJECT : JOHN VON NEUMANN ig agg 
j j Holloman ___ 
Aw Special Inquiry Saag 
bic With reference to the attached memorandum Oo Rosen February 24, 
1955 in the above-captioned matter, when I first learned that Admiral Strauss 
was to see the Director, it was my considered judgment that I not make contact 
with the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy as recommended until after the 
Director has seen Strauss today. Accordingly, I am withholding making any 


contact until the Director does see Strauss. I will try to contact the Joint 
Committee later on this afternoon. 


CC - Mr. Boardman 
Mr. Rosen 


room +L. B. NICHQIS 


po 17 td po. F/ 
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Office a UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN 
TO : The Director . DATE: February aay 2 
ae 195 vd 

EL. V. Boardman ohr 


suByecT: JOHN VON NEUMANN 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT ~ APPLICANT 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Winterrowd — 
Tele. Room _ 
Holloman _— 


SIVOPSIS 


John Von Neumann has been nominated Atomic Energy 
Commission (AEC) member and confirmation is pending in Congress 
Admiral Strauss, Chatrman, AEC, expressed concern to Director 
on 2/25/55 about Von Neumann's relatives in Hungar 
Von Neumann claims to support and about 


Bufiles reflect Von Neumann investigated 1953 and 1954 
as Atomtc Energy Act - Applicant and Spectal Inquiry, respectively. 
Summary memorandum prepared under date of October 18, 1954, 
(attached) and disseminated to all interested agencies. Inve sti- 
gation reflected Von Neumann highly regarded and considered loyal 
—_ by associates. Investigation reflected Von Neumann testified 
| before AEC Personnel Security Board in 1954 as character witness 
for Dr. Js Robert Oppenkeimer. Subsequent to preparation of 
Summary memorandum, tnformatton received that Von Neumann testified 
before Congressional Subcommittee in June, 1954, at which time 
he stated Government Security Program should be handled 
judtctally rather than administratively. This information also 
disseminated to interested agencies. 


Investigation did not reflect Von Neumann had close 

pemeives tn Hungary and his immediate family members tn U.S. 
ts wife ts reported to come from a prominent Hungarian fanily 
and Admiral Strauss may have used wife's famil} wWeth —s: 
Von Neumann ' 8 own family. 


0 


(ee U8 


me 


ee ton ts contained in summary memorandum. 
eo 
KE 


cc - Mr. Boardman 
Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Belmont 


a 


in 


. 


ACTION: 


In view of the fact that Admiral Strauss has tn formed 
that Von Neumann is supporting his relatives in Hungary, whereas 
our investigation has reflected that Von Neumann's immediate 
family members are in the United States but his wife's family 
members are in Hungary, it is possible that Admiral Strauss 18 
confused. Therefore, we are having our Liaison representative 
contact Admiral Strauss in an effort to pin this down. Upon 
recetpt of additional information from Admiral Strauss, a 
determination witli be made as to whether or not additional 
tnuestigation should be conducted. 


(/ SG 


‘y, wt 
“leaisie™ 
a 


, 


DETAILS 3 es 


Reference is made to the memorandum from tke 
Director dated February 25, 1955, advising of a discussion with 
Admiral Lewis L. Strauss, Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
(AEC) on the same date, concerning John Von Neumann who has been 
nominated as an AEC Commissioner confirmation of which is 
presently before Congress. 


Yon Neumann was the subject of an Atemic Energy 
Commission - Applicant investigation in December, 1953, and 
the subject ef a Special Inquiry investigation in October, 
1954. Investigation reflected he is a naturalized U. S. 
citizen of Hungarian origin. He came to the U. S. in 
1930 and has been on the faculty of the Institute for 
Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey, since 1933. He 
has had numerous appointments as consultant to the Departments 
of Defense, Navy and Army; and to the AEC. Persons interviewed 
during the investigation considered him to passeas the highest 
integrity, reputation and I¢ 


tometer 


6 


. hats, kaon ie? 
Bee ag ed 
ae 


mutual employment. He testified that his views differed from 
Oppenheimer*s concerning development of the H=-bemb. He 
considered Oppenheimer loyal. 


A complete summary of the available information 
concerning Von Neumann, dated October 18, 1954, is attached. 
Copies of this summary have been disseminated to the White 
House, Attorney General, AEC, Secretary of Defense, Ge2 and 
ONI. Subsequent to the preparation of the summary, local 
newspapers, on October 19, 1954, reported Von Neumann had 
testified in June, 1954, before a Congressional Subcommittee 


in which he criticized the Government security program, in 
that he advocated that security proceedings should be handled 


-3j- 


, 


os 


judicially rather than administratively. Photostats of 
Von Nuemann*s above testimony were afforded the same 
dissemination as the Summary memorandum. 


During the Director*s discussion with Admiral Strauss, 
the Admiral indicated concern with respect to two matters 
Gppearing in Von Neumann*s file. The Sirst concerned — 

Von Neumann*s relations in Hungary and Admiral Strauss said 
_Von Neumann was _ supporting them. The second concerned the 


With respect to Von Neumann*s relations in Hungary, 
our investigation determined his father is @eceased. His 
mother and two brothers are naturalized U. &. citizens. 
Von Neumann*s first wife is a naturalized JU. S&S. citizen. His 
present wife, whom he married in Hungary in 1938 is a naturalized 
U. S&S. citizen. Investigation reflected all of the above are 
highly regarded and are loyal. Investigation did not reflect 
that Von Neumann had any close relatives in Hungary and at least 
Six professional asseciates have stated that to their knowledge 
Von Neumann has no relatives or contacts outside the United 
States. One professional associate did report that Yon Neumann's 


present wife, Klara Dan, comes STOR a very prominent Jamily in 
Hungary. 


in view of the above, it appears that Admiral Strauss 
may have been confused as to which relatives Yon Neumann is 
Supporting in Hungary; the relatives may be his wife's 
relatives rather than his own. 
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Office Memorandum + ontrep STATES GOVERNMENT 


Tolson VY 
TO +: MR. Le Ve BOARDMAN DATE: March 1, 1955 nie 
+ ie mi 

Mohr 
FROM t MR. Ae He. BELMO Parsons — 
\ aa 

/ : Sizoo ~ 
suBjEcT: JOHN VON NEUMANN eid 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT Holloman _ 

Gandy 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Reference its made to your memorandum to the Director dated 
February 28, 1955, in which it was pointed out that Yon Neumann has 
been nominated a member of the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) and hi. 
confirmation is presently pending in Congress. On February 25, 1955 
Admiral Strauss, Chairman, AEC, talked with the Director and express 
concern about Von Neumann's relatives in Hungary whom Yon Neumann 
claims to support. 


The Bureau's investigation of Von Neumann has reflected th 
his immediate family members are in the United States but that his 
wife's family members are in Hungary and that Strauss may possibly 
have been referring to Von Neumann's wife's familye The memorandum 
indicated that Liaison was contacting Admiral Strauss in an effort 
to pin this down. 


lac Liaison Agen EM contacted Admiral Strauss on the after: 
Sige, noon of February 28, 1955, and Strauss advised that Von Neumann's 


only reiative presently in Hungary ts a cousin whom Von Neumann 
has not heard from in some time. Von Neumann told Strauss that he 
had loaned this relative some money some time ago but had not heard 
any further from him. Strauss stated as far as the support of 
: relatives in Hungary, this concerned Von Neumann's wife's relatives 
pias and, according to Von Neumann, his wife's relatives are no longer 
tn Hungary but are in Austria and Strauss believed in Vienna. 


os According to Strauss, Von Neumann's wife's relatives are 
llcestttute financially and that Von Neumann has sent them moneye 


Strauss had no further facts regarding this and pointed — 
out that he had received this information from Von Neumagn himself — 
and that he merely wanted to alert the Director 


ACTION: 


This ts submitted for your information. 


1 - Mr. Boardman 1 - Ur. Nicho 
l=- Mre Belnont i- 
i- le- 180n section 
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° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Ae? | Tolson 


. 


DATE:March 10, 1955 fee 
Belmont _ 


O 
suayect: youn VoN NEUMANN 


ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Le. Reference is made to the memorandum from Mr. Boardman to 
Director dated February 28, 1955, concerning captioned subject. 
Referenced memorandum nointed out the following: 


Lewis E. Strauss, Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission, 
expressed concern to the Director on February 25; 1955s concerning one of 
Yon Neumann's relatives in Hungary, whom he al and 


er poinvued wee EEeeUTEevTOn Per rect eC 
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Reference is also made to the memorandum from Belmont to 
2oardman dated March 1, 1955, informins that Mr. Strauss had been 
contacted on February 28, 1955, At that time, Strauss informed that 
Yon Neumann told him that he (Von Zeuwnann} contributed to tne support 
of his wife's fani who are financially destitute and who now reside 
in Austri®2 rather than Hungary. Mr. Strauss had no additional inforna tir 


RECOMMENTATION ee 


In view of the fact that Mr. Strauss had no naa toner facts 
otner than the information set forth above, it is recommended that no 
additional _inguiries be conducted at this time with respect to 


“Yon Neumann's wifets TaMmLTy tt Austria. 
77-6480) 
Tickler: Mr. Boardman, Belmont 
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_of fear and suspicion in which official actions have 


‘been floundering for so long. We take the commit-. 


‘tee action as a heartening indication that respon- 


sible legislators are shucking off any feeling that | 


they must toady to the remnants of McCarthyism. 
. We hope the Administration fully appreciates the 
“meaning of what was done; the example is one for 
“the Executive Branch—and especially the Atomic 
Energy Commission—to emulate. The next ques- 
tion is wether the Administration will seek a man 
pf like independence, or merely a rubber stamp, for 
“the ‘long unfilled remaining vacancy on - the 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandu 


To  : MR. A. H. BELMONT, 


ITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


= DATE: January 6, 1956 


FROM : MR. R. Re ROA 


O 
_ SUBJECT: COMMISSIONER JOHN VON NEUMANN) 


POT Nn meen 


ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION (AEC) 


as -: the AEC called Liaison Agen i: 
at 9:00 P.M. on Il- and stated that Von Neumann's residence 4 
at 1 -— 29th Street, N.W., had been broken inte and that Gand 

ad s his men to see if any classified documents 
é missing. called back later and stated that his men 
had determined that Mrs. Von Neumann had been out of the house all 
afternoon and evening visiting Von Neumann who is in the hospital. 
When she got home, she found the house had been entered through a 
window in the back and that the furnishings were in general | 
disarray. A check revealed that nothing was missing even though = 
there was money, Jewelry and silverware in sight. It was determine 
that Mrs. Von Neumann's clothes had been disturbed and scattered 
throughout the house; that her lingerie had been s d not only 
throughout the house but out in the back yard. J ee 
that no classified documents were-missing, in fact, none were in the 


home as Dr. Von Neumann made -it a practice never to take any 
documents away from his office. 


a 


furnished this information to the 7th Precinct 
of the MetPropo an Police Department. The Police stated that this 
obviously was the work of a sex pervert and that there had been a 
number of such housebreakings occurring in the same general area 
which were also obviously the work of a sex pervert. The Police 
agreed to keep an eye on the VonNeumann residence. 


ry we 


Le eo 
GE: «=: he was furnishing this for the Bureau's“ ~~ _ 
information an at there was no action required by the Bureau. as 


i LI C _None. This is for your information. 
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that - m applicant-type investigation eraing the sub iest os 
was conducted by this Bureau Try obuber, == 


of ; ctiber, = 
1951, “s the request of the white Heuse, and the results a a 
were furnished the White House en October 18, 195y. fhe °° 
information furnished to the White House also sc’ - 
results of applicant~-type investigations conceraing the : 
subject of your inquiry conducted by this Bureau in 1947 e. 


and 1953. At the request of the White House yeu are 
Ake referred to the Office of the Honorable Sherman Adans 
should you desire the @etailed ent of these —_ 


aiid (77-64804) © 


Por your additionel Siesta single be 
advised that the October 19, 195), issue of the Washington 
"Svening Star" contained an article which reflected that 
Yon Neumann testified before the House Subcommittee of 

_ the Committee on Government Operations in June, 195). 
2. fhe article further revealed that testimony was released 
to the public on Ostober 19, 1951, and it indicated that 
Yon Neumann criticised the Governaent's security progran. 
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Note: Request received from White House 10/1/5) by 
letter dated 9/30 to investigate Yon Neumann ag a | — 
candidate for the ARC. fhe Joint Congressional ee ee 
Committee on Atomic Energy unanimously approved bis... 

-. Romination te-the Axc On March 8B, 2055— 


furnished to the AgC, Office of Secretary of Defense, 4 
G-2 and ONI on Oetober 21, 19 7 : 


54, since Von Neumann is a 
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 


Subject: 


JOHN LOUIS VON NEUMANN 


FILE : 100-344686 
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Professor Johf yor Newman, * pUP eTCRM ATION CONTAINED. <> 


Johann Won. "perc 1g BRCLASSIFIED " p, 
INTERNAU/ SECT pate. 2{13| 34... BY. = 


oe Re Yer éncs is made to a letter received by the Newark Field Division 
4 which a request was made by the Bureau that the Newark — 


\. dated March 13, 1946 th 
\\orfice conduct a discréet investigation into the above captioned subject's back- - 


AY’ ground. as _ 
Enclosed with 


this letter will be found five copies of the report ~~ 
dated May 23, 1946 in which this case is closed in 


= of Special 
‘the Newark Field Division. 
a\ . Inasmuch as the Shvestigation into the subject's ene not. 
| determined that there are associates through which information could be furnished 
to the Soviets, it is suggested that the subject be interviewed for development 


gs an informant of the Bureau. - 
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nysies at Institute of Advanced Study at Princeton, Node : 
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elosely associated with Wanhattan Engineering Projects 


Naturalization records. reflect subject born 12-28-03 rn 


1° ; Budapest, Hungary and naturalised 1-¢-37 at Trenton, X. - a 
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5 investigation ‘4s predicated upon s Vetter received © oa 
from the Bureau dated March 13, 1946 advising that JOHN. 
been a key scientist at the Los Alamos” im 
The Newark Field Division was requested to con- 
duct a highly discreet check of subject's usual contacts. - 
-. to determine if there were any contacts through Laie a 
> information could be transmitted to the Soviets. * spt Oe 


ree s 
‘Declaration ‘of 
7 JOHN YON NEUMANN residing © 
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4 ‘s > the ast foreign address. ‘of Dre VON NEUMANN was ‘Berlin, Germany : 


, oe, and he immigrated to the United States from Bremen under the name of . 
_ JOHANN VON NEUMANN on the SS BREMEN on January 28,1930, The above. infor= Bie 
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or ~ _ mation was sworn to in the United States District ‘Court, Trenton, New |. oe. - 
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i Petition for Naturalization #778 was. ‘filed ‘under the name 5 of - 
oe. Penn ci Bayard Lane, Princeton, New Jersey. He listed his Z i: 
oo +) wife as UA ry MARIETTE and listed one "child, MARINA, born March 65. ae 
Jat “2.1935 in Ne Tork City... Information was also ed that the ¢ : : ae 
“Lived References on this petition were 
Princeton, New Jersey, a professor, 
nceton, New Jersey. Both witnesses stated that they = 
had known the subject since September 28, 1921. Certificate of Natar- "See 
_ alization FLL 96342 | was issued to > subject 0 on eee 8, Reider ae a . 
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ee ys ae - “the "dita Pepistered’s as ; JOHN “VON SEDAN, 26. Westcott oad: eee 
oe * Princeton, , New Jersey, telephone Princeton 2186. He listed the person ~~ “2. 
-2". >." who would always know his address as Dr. FRANK AYDELOTTE at the Institute —~ 
‘for Advanced Study @n Princeton, New Jersey. He also furnished information - 
that he was employed at the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton. 
He registered on February 14, 1942 and was described as white, 5'8®, ©... 
186 pounds, brown eyes, brown hair, light complexion. On September : 
27, ieee his address was changed to 1882 Columbia Road, N.W., Washington, 
DLS 
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y 3 Ee ‘On his ; ane ‘form. ‘which ¥ was 3 filed < ‘on sane” ‘10; Aa "1942, he=: Sa 
ae — Pent shelt the following information. - “He was educated at the University : Bees 
: of Berlin in Berlin, Germany and studied ‘mathematics, physics and chemistry 
fesse, Lor two years. He also studied at the Federal Institute of Technology... 02°. 
| coe re - abt Zurich, Switzerland where he studied mathematics, physics, and chemistry . 
SoS. for three years. He also studied at the University of. bers ate ‘Hungary 
eS ee _amhere ta hae lceprniecaherts for. one pee a tle Se Shae eee oe 3 
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7 rst he ae He ‘listed his employment as first, ‘peing | a a ee of aie 
gates. ‘and second, as being 4 member of the S.E.C. BIB, National Defense... 
“Research Council, and the official investigator for one "of its contracts. —- 
He indicated that he had had 18 years’ experience as a professor of mathe- 
matics and one and a half yeard experience as the second occupation listed 


“ gpove.e His annual salary is listed as $12,500.00. © His address for the... 
bahcepacae me listed above was 2530. spe purer’ BeMey Washington, D.Ce_.” ae | 


“He ‘Gammished snecruation “that he was "alee “euployed as a “peniber 7 
of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the United States Department of 
War. His family was listed as himself, CLARA, VON “NEUMANN, his wife, age 30, 
Soci, 6 and his child, MARINA VON NEUMANN, age 7, It was indicated that MARINA - 

a ok spent part of her time with the subject and part of bi time with his 


a a. »-., first wife. He also listed as a dependent, MAR GARE TA VON, 9 386 a, 
eo “Chis mothers - He furnished information that since 194 né had conte ieated” 


+ she had $600.00 other income 2 
a ’ who ‘lived bce his. mothers : : 


ee °$400,00 toward her upkeep and indi 
3 ee Dead aoe ae by his ea MIC 


“Tetoran tion was fimiched that ne ened property to the extent 3 
of | about $2, O00 00 and that he had not been convicted of any felony.” eae 


so ’ He was , classified by the draft board into the following « classi- 3 : 
fieations: 3B; — 3AH, ue, and Roee ao eEGr ech ee Sea ee 


oa aE ey eae On his ‘occupational. ian. ‘which was 5 filed 2 April 2h; 92 
ghee “he ‘Lidicated that he began working in 1921 and that he was next best 2o¢¢2- 
Ree “<= fitted from his present work as a statistician in the pia ohgaaae or # 
See S. _ statistical = Stamina tice and. Compl iatien byes domme ce 


tt, 
in spas? Sue = a ihaas ie. Oe 7 
E ay nap ae eee ier oe 
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a “h ‘letter was ‘received fron the subject by ‘Tocal ‘Board An: Pa ese 
ey ine tee dated October 1, 1943 furnishing information that ‘he was sey ee 
ployed by the Bureau of Ordnance, Department of Navy. A letter was | 
also received from the Bureau of Ordnance in the Department of Navy, 
Washington, D. C. dated September 14, 1942 advising that the subject 
was engaged in primary offensive and defensive marine warfare and in 
the protection of ships, and that his work was confidential. He entered | 
on duty with this Bureau of the Navy on July 15, 1942 and was paid $25.00 
per day for his work, as a contract physicist and mathematician. “It was 


ws Bizas 


4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


6 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. : 


Ww Deleted under exemption(s) bic with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


[_] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 
[_] Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 


agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 
=a Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 


to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[|] For your information: 


[| The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


<2... << Fe oy ee ee Sn a 


XXXXXXXXKXKXXXXXXXX 
z DELETED PAGE(S) % 
¥ NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥ 

XXXXXXK X FORTHISPAGE xX 

XXXXXX XXXXXKXXXXXKX KX 

XXXXXX 


FBI/DOJ 


” 


LOM Sera ME oe 


Sat Se oh eotabered * 
Be 


a Larne A aad = Sey 


aes Or oye Yee 


7 ETA 
cr THEORIE : 


wes oe eg pibes rack. 


tome ce ro 
-: Apert tee wher aren we eset Mea ene ne ge ae 


Lewes oa 


ae “ss, BO tng by onc oar — 


anton ia cirected to the stetexent in your refer 
oa , : ‘the significance of 


4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


: Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


* Deleted under exemption(s) bye 67D with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


U 


Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


___-— Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


["] For your information: 


‘a The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


-34Y £6b~ 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
¥ NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥ 


XXXXXX X FOR THISPAGE  X 
XXXXXX XXXXKXXXKXXXXXXX KKK 
XXXXKX : 


FBI/DOJ 


May 26, 1950 
JOHN R. VON NEWMAN 2 wee a wert: 
; reat tl &s 2 
DR. JOHN R.-VON “NEUMANN . 


Yon Neumenn wes born in Budanest, Hungary, on December 28, 
1903, and on December 8, 1937, became «& United Stetes citizen 
through naturslizetion at Trenton, New Jersey. Prior to entering 
the United Stetes in Sev ember, 1931, hé attended school in Hungery 
and in 1930 received his Ph.D Degree from the University of 
Budapest. 


100-344686-1 and 116-1914-1 and 6 
eo ~ 100-344686 _ | 
~ 116-191, 
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ALL ISECRMATION CONTAINED 


Los peel BSSHFIED | 0 G 
patee 13] 82...5Y. Se fa\! 


COPY Drstroyry 
R843FFe LU is0u7 l, 


100=344686-6 


100=344686-1 


In 1946 Von Neumann vas investigated under an Internal 
Security - R classification, which investigation was closed by Newark 
report deted May 23, 1946. He wes also investigated as an Atomic 
Enercv ict avplicant in 1947, which resulted negatively as to 
derocatory inform: tion and was closed by Boston report dated 
Avril 29, 1947. 


100=344636-4 and 116-1914-14 
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Office Memonndy e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


a 
on 


0 | bIC a eo per December 28, 1951 
FROM a ee | : 
SUBJECT: yoHN RAM NEWUAN, was., 
Dr. Johnl’Vork > 
het Xe ohn¥Vorn” Newman, 
| Johann¥Von Weumann 
* | INTERNAL. SECURITY - Rf 
Reference is made to memorandum from 
to Mr. Belmont dated December 4, 1950, recommending a 
Liaison obtatn permisston from G2 to d ose to the Arn 
Forces Security Agency the tdentity of s contained ft 
the Bureau's report dated May 23, 1946, at Newark, entitle 
b1D "Jonn . Von Newman, with al iaze3, Internal Seour ity - R,". 


ts listed in the reports on Von Newman’ e@ompiled by the 
ar Department at the Los Alamos DSM Froject. 


For your information, reports prepared by the 
Manhattan District during the war are now under the contro 
custody of the Atomic Energy = efore, this « 
L C matter was discusse of the AEC 
T Securtty Diviston. as put ina request with - 
hts Los Alamos Securtty Offtce for the file on Von Newman 


and the file 1 orwarded to Washington. Upon 
recetpt hore, le 202 he would review the file 
and then advise reau as to whether ould > 
any objection to furnishing the identity . 


ACTION: cL -| 


This matter will be followed vith and 
the results will be furnished to you. i 
| 7c 


ps 


ALL alg sed Ia 


HERE! pio 3p 
DATE. ENC 


dug * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


= ! Office Memor 


< 
ee 


hye _ pare:January 16, 1951 — 


' FROM : : ae 2 
1c Ripe , b cvs 
: supyect: JOHN R&yoN@yewMAN, was.,— - siehols 
= . Dr. John?Von¥Neumann , ———— 
. Profess or¥ John Vor#Newman, ers, 
_Johann*®vVontNeumann Belmont 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R Silueres 
moa oe eee: ee et at eS ES Se ee ee cine neni pene ean at gens mn ner iene se cence ooo achinmntnrntn eacecugsd innaesesdo 


ference is made to the memorandum from: 
to Kr. Belmont dated December 4, 1950, 


Q ing that Liaison obtain authority from-G-2 toh yD 
disclose to AFSA the identit 1) iE “Burea 
ated May 232 
“1946 at Newark, New Jersey, entitled as above.. This Ji 
report answers a number of questions which the Armed 


Forces Security Agency has directed to the Bureau. 


7D —. 
in this report is listed 


reports and personal data from =~ 


The identity of 
as a vhotostatic copy of 
the files on subject at the Los Alamos D.S.M. Project, 
Los Alamos, New Mexico. It will be recalled that this wa 
“*oanhattan Engineering District and that 


sy leeyple 


rT 

= 

nae 

2 ee 

oa a project of the 

=< all reports prepared by MED are presently in the custody 

eas of the Atomic Energy Commission and not under the Army. 

a ON | ; 

oS t, this matter was discussed with 

=~ ol of the AEC Security Office. By. memo- 

aon ecember 28, 1950, it was pointed out that Mr. 
as having his files checked and would advise 


bic the Bureau accordingly. 


has now inf d that he has located 
the information attributed t and that the A,omic | 
bio #eney oe “ no objection to the Bureau furnishing 


the identity of o the Armed Forces Security Agency. 


ACTION: G.I. R. -7 WI 


It is recormended that this memorandum be 


furnished to the i. 
| Oy 


AFSA 


ap ey 
ie f ae Lé 


a Ore ECORDED - 115 | JAN 27 1958 
“ cam , | 96 
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- Atomic _ Energy mi 
confirmation hearing in the 
--Old Supreme Court chamber 
- last November might have no- 
= ticed a stocky, balding man | 
; in the back row ‘listening so 
' gntently that his eyes were all § 
"wide wonder, his frame just | 
about off the front edge of his | 
: seat. kes ge SF ta .4 
pps Seater spectator lt : 
John .von_Neumann, saw his 
eclénihie colleague, Dr. -Wil- |- 
- jJard Frank Libby, squirm un- 
der the endlessly probing 
uestions of ‘Senators. and 
epresentatives. Libby was 
-Jup for approval as an Atomic . 
Energy | Commissioner 
Von Neumann was to ae , 
-. The nominations. hit _jme 
Joint Committee smack in <he 
middle of the AEC’s Dixon- 
Yates power contract fight. 
' Partisan tempers were appat- 
ent. At the end of the long aft: 
ernoon the little man in the 
back row sadly trundled his | 
: priefcase back to the Prince- 
= ton Institute for Advanced 
Study without ever having 
been heard. — a 
A member of the press table § 
was heard to remark: “That § 
poor guy, about to be thrown § 
to the wolves.” —_ 


‘ 
y 
rd 
z 
‘ 
© 
- 
Be 
t 
= 


:  -.BUT THE gentle 
= emician did come back be-& 
fore Congress in March. And R 
% he handled himself so expert- 
» _ly that it took the Joint Com- § 
= mittee. only three minutes of § 
* ‘executive session time to ap- § 
- prove him as the AEC’s fourth 
- and newest commissioner. 
“T have not exactly. led aj} 
' eontemplative life,’ Yon Neu- 
mann explained the other day 
in -his spartanly furnished 


little acad- 


~~ 


‘AEC von Neumt 


guaged Man .- =, 


le 


ticians. A pupil, then colleague, 
friend and neighbor of the 
late Albert Einstein, he gave 


_ mathematics a statistical quan- 
_ tum theory more than 20 years | 
| ago, devised the first giant 


mechanical brain, helped 
work out on paper the proba- 


pility that the A-bomb and 


H-bomb would work and, of 


late, has been applying mathe- 


matical accuracy to -weather 
forecasting. - a ee 


On a somewhat different 


plane, Von Neumann also 
wrote 2 


other things; details the 


athematical possibilities in 
bluff at 


lling your partner’s 
oker..- - =. 
The son of a Hung 


yan 


anker, John von Neumann re- 
members his father giving }im 


math book presents at the fage 


of 13 as a reward for being a - 
“rapid calculator” in his prep « 
school. Von Neumann. took. | 
advanced. degrees at universi- | aaa 
ties in Berlin and Zurich and | _ . 
left Europe for America in | 
1930: “It was quite obvious. | 
the great political upheaval 
was coming. I didn’t like it” colleague, 
He became a United States 
citizen in 1937, began serving 
as a consultant to the Govern- 
EF ment’s top technical agencies 
three years later and in 1943... 
A joined the elite crew of scien- — 
tists at Los Alamos which: de- 
veloped the A-bomb,- = - - , 
Following the war, Von 
: Neumann spent his time at | 
‘Princeton devising one of the 
world’s first giant rapid com- 
putators. A progeny, “Maniac”, 
a multimillion-dollar installa: 
-tion at Los Alamos with 10,- 
000 vacuum tubes and 250,000 
electric cables, was used in 


book which, among - 


* 


Be 
Harbo 
Mohr , 

Parsons _———_____ 
' Rosen 
Tamm 
Sizoo 
Winterrowd 
Tele. Room 

_7~ Holloman 

Gandy 


theoretical meteorology. The . 
object was to forecast weather . 
by getting atmospheric mo- 

tions down to a mathematical - 
certainty. © = 92-0 3 oe OF 
>The project has been so-suc-" 
cessful that the Weather Bu-~ 
reau during the past -‘month ~ 
has been: using its findings to . 
hit day-by-day wind forecasts 
on the button from a Joint 
- Numerical Prediction Bureau 

‘at Suitland. = ©... °°: 


‘WHY WOULD any scientist 


- 


want to leave the ‘academic’ 
Elysium at Princeton for the - 
administrative detail. and a 
sometime political hurly-burly “3°. 
: of Washington and the Atomic ot oe 
- Energy Commission? Ce 
“Chiefly new experience,” SD 
Von Neumann answered. And a> a, FH 
he added he thought it “quite AD 
ifnportant” to have scientist 5% “ 
| the AEC “for a rapid evalu Bs 
ion of the development 9 A 
. Which might open up and th a EN 
i; direction which they might 0° B 
”» : . oS. 


Von Neumann so far has_ 
met the political hurdles with . 
fiat truth. ee tee 

When the Joint Committee 
asked about his support of 
his Princeton and Los Alamos 
Dr. J. Robert Op- 
penheimer, .Von .Neumann 
said he had testified. for Op- 
penheimer during the lengthy 
hearing last summer because 
he did not believe Oppenheim- 
er to be a “security risk,” as 
| the AEC had charged. .. 
However; Von Neumann 
 gdded that the Oppenheimer 
decision had been made by: 
. “honest, intelligent men” (two 
' of them are now his fellow 
_ commissioners) and “it would 
' not be in the public interest” - 
' to reopen the case. -— a ke 
: imilarly, Von Neuman 
refused to apologize for h 
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; 3S . - mes ~ - Wee 
eve ee yee Rewmee neel men Later hate ne ep z << . ee reas et 


Ontario, and Prof. = J. Kick. 


ander: of Princeton. He merely. 
‘said he-did not agree with . 


their political views. 0s | 


Von Neumann has just rent- *. 
ed a’ house at 1529 29th st. nw. 
in Georgetown, an area he 
; knew, from a four-month stay 
§ there’ during the winter ‘of. 
#1942. His. wife, Klara, also is, 
ga mathematician, having done 
‘planning and coding for’ sev-. 
BS eral of the electro calculating: 
Machines. His daughter, Ma- . 
rina, is a junior at Radcliffe. 
"His office life runs on a 9-to- : 
5 schedule during at least the : - 
first and third weeks of each . 
month when the Commission © 
holds ‘its meetings. In be- 
tween; he is likely to be on * 
the road, making first-hand in- 
spections of AEC laboratories 
around the country and deliv- 
ering a speech or two. | 

After office hours, he di- ° 
vides his time among caring 
for 3 shaggy-haired dog 
named . “Inverse,” munching 
sweets (with no discrimination ; 
whether they be cake’ or. 
candy) and visiting friends. . 

As for poker, the-mathematti: _ 
cal expert who described ‘the — 
probabilities of bluffing with 
:a strong hand as precedent for 
future high bids‘in “Theory of 
Games. and Economic Be- 
havior” allows as how he can 


The newest “Atomie. Energy Commlstoner. Drs John’ von [ 4 ue ie ne a at 
eA. 


Nepean: ¢ is one of 3 a ‘world’s top mathematiciggt .- : much Ne ea 


a) : : 
% . bes F a ‘ a - -% 

oe ak : . gfe ses S . 

ets Fee ‘ pies _ “Sie aoe Be, ie Ate ee ota ood segs . Tete oe POS & a ee ee ee Ege 


ae 


“ 


bye 8 « 
Saas 


on 


' | oe eae 
fina Nene 


| -aaee WASH POST AND = ET 
a SUN 5 W-2 TIMES HERALD 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 


Subject: 


JOHN LOUIS VON NEUMANN 


FILE : 100-344686-A 


OUT 


LDitaitea Press 


John ce Neumaj 
Pccreene 
| Energy Commission, received 
‘the Medal of Freedom from 


President Fis- 


terday in a 
wheel chair 
ceremony - at 


the White 

House.. 
} 3 © The Presi- 
| : denf pinnéd 
the jf red - rib- 
: boned} decora- 
aaa tion the 52- 


year-éld - atom- 
ie Scientist 
aryl read a citation praising the 
Buflapest-born physicist - for 
‘“exceptionally meritorious serv- 
ice” in promoting the scientific 
‘progress of this countrys ar- 
Mament program. oe 

It said-his work on ies 
ly highly classified missions, 
. » « Tesolved some of the most | 
difficult technical ‘problems of | 
national defense.” 

; Others attending the cere- : 
‘ony ‘included Defense Secre-; 
tary Charles E. . - Wilson and| 


n Neumann 


} 


"vanced Study at Princeton, N. 
Js has been a member of the: 


‘AEC for less than a year but. 
‘has served as a consultant on. 
er ‘work sinee gi . 


Cutler forme presentin. as- 
Suc an security ma : 


pid IRPDAMATION me CONTAINED 


es 2 UUOLASSIFIED 
Mee rey BF. 8 esl 


LZ Col ood. A 


Re MK (955 


ci } 
a 
\ B 
Neel 


fen Neyma Approved, + 


°” pr. Joh vor Neumann aK a the 
. qualifications needed to make him a de- 
. Cidedly valuable member. of the Atomic 
' Energy.Commission. As a world-renowned 
mathematician who has played a key role 
in the development of A-weapons and’ the 


- hydrogen bomb, he firmly believes that im-. 
portant additional discoveries have yet to: 


attained ‘in’ the nuclear and. thermo- 
huclear fields, And with that viewpoint— 
£ Zogether with: his -outstanding scientific 

Bbility—he can do much in the AEC to 
inspire and promote further advances - of 
Both a military and nonmilitary nature. | 


2 ‘Last October, after having been nom-. 
inated by President Eisenhower with the. 


dvice of AEC Chairman Lewis L. Strauss, 
Dr. Von Neumann found himself challenged 
in some quarters for a number of reasons, 
including. his personal belief that Dr. J: 
Robert Oppenheimer is, not and has not been 


& security risk. But many other good Amer- 


{cans feel the same way,’and Dr. Von Neu- 
mann, in any event, has never questioned 
either the. ‘propriety of the decision reached 


in this difficult and complex: case ‘or the 


high intelligence, integrity and fairness of 
the men who handed. down that decision 
after exhaustive inquiry: and soul-searching 
reflection. Further, as the’ record shows, 
Dr. Von Neumann opposed Dr. Oppen- 
heimer’s initial hesitancy | about pressing 
forward with H-bomb work. 
So it. is not surprising, in the light of 
these Con numerous other factors, that the 
Joint Congressional Atomic. Committee has 
, Voted with gratifying: “unanimity in ap- 
* proving Dr. Von Neumann’s nomination. He 
-. deserves a- similar. confirming -yote. in the 
i Senate. He has already contributed a great 
deal to the atomic-hydrogen . ‘strength of 
the Nation, and. he can be. counted upon to 
continue rendering vital “service in that 
Sa member of the AEC. _ et 
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Scripps-Howarg-Btpft t e 
Dr. John Vor-Neumann, world- 
famous mathematician, has won 
preliminary approval as a mem- 
ber of the U. S. Atomic Energy 
Commission after being quizzed 
about hig friendship with, and 
appeals for the acquittal of, a 
Canadian caught in the atom 


Dr. Von Neumann also testified 


- that he and his wife had relatives 


—but none closer than cousins—be- 


» hind the Iron Curtain. He was born 
| 52 years ago in Hungary. 


APPOINTED BY IKE 


The scientist was appointed last 
: Aan by President Eisenhower. The 


enate section of the Joint Congres- 


* sional Atomic Energy ‘Committee 


has approved his nomination. The 


\ next step is for the Senate itself 


to pass on the nomination. 

Dr. Von Neumann also was ques- 
tioned about the Oppenheimer case, 
his connection: with the H-bomb con- 


\ flict and his position in that battle. 


He admitted that he had joined 


3 with a group in a message to the 
* Canadian Prime Minister expressing 
confidence in and seeking acquittal 
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DR. VON NEUMANN | \ _ 
He opposed Oppenheimer. - 


the Canadian spy case. Dr. Hal- 
perin was acquitted, and Dr. Von 
Neumann said he believes this re- 
sult confirms his views. - 


_DOESN’'T,SHARE VIEWS | 


-He said he did not share Dr. Hal- 
perin’s political beliefs, that he had | 


been “violently opposed to Marxism ; 


ever since I can remember.” 
“Dr. Von Neumann said that Dr. 
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of Dr. Israel Halperin, another 
raathematician, who was indicted in 


Halperin had been one of his stu- 
‘dents in 1936 and that he had had 


(professional contacts with him jfn- 
til 1940,, and “more ‘loosely: & ter 
‘that.” He said that he had known 


‘Halperin told him “that essentially 
\he was a Marxist.” He said he be- 
lieved him not guilty of subversion. 
‘OPPOSED OPPENHEIMER it 
He said he had favored the H- 
bomb. program, thus opposing Dr. 
J. Robert Oppenheimer, and felt’ 
| that he would be a “great mistake” 


= se ENED ; Dr. Halperin “very well,” and real- . 

i gnc - ized that he “might wind up on the| 

_ ath . se | RR ‘wrong side politically.” He said Dr. | 
re BARRY gant St 


not to go ahead. He said he knew 
; Dr. Oppenheimer “very well,” testi- 
- fied in the Gray Board hearing of 


Wash. Post and - 
Times Herald 


a | the Oppenheimer cuse;-and felt that —— 
| Dr, Oppenheimer Was net a security 
I) jee as eee ere | Wash. News 
Write But he sald Ne pwas “abso- 
mh ‘Jutely. et a wal the rns Wash, Star 
on Energy . Commission . which. .with- i 
‘drew the ““Q” clearance given Dr. N. Y. Herald Tribune 
Oppenheimer. He said he would N. Y. Mirror 


discourage efforts to get Dr. Oppen- 
heimer’s ““Q” clearance renewed. 
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By? IARSHALL McNEIL 
Scripps-Howard Staff Writer 

Dr. John Von Neumann, world- 
famous mathematician, has won 
preliminary approval as a mem- 
‘ber of the U. S. Atomic Energy 

‘Commission after being quizzed 

about his friendship with, and 

.appeals for the acquittal of, a 
Canadian caught in the atom 
spy case there. 

_ Dr. Von Neumann also testified 
that he and his wife had relatives 
_—but none closer than cousins—be- 
‘ hind the Iron Curtain. He was born 
: 52 years ago in Hungary. 

APPOINTED BY IKE 

’ The scientist was appointed last 
: year by President Eisenhower. The 
’ Senate section of the Joint Congres- 
+ sional Atomic Energy Committee 
‘has approved his nomination. The 
‘next step is for the Senate itself 

‘ to pass on the nomination. 

‘. Dr. Von Neumann also was ques- 

i tioned about the Oppenheimer case, 

‘his connection with the H-bomb con- 
;flic and his position in that battle. 

» admitted that he had joined 
| wit a group in a message to the 
dian Prime Minister expressing 
-conjlidence in and seeking acquittal 
of r. Israel Halperin, another 
Mathematician, who was indicted in 
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professional éontacts with him un- 
til 1940, and “more loosely after 
that.” He said that he had known 
Dr. Halperin “very well,” and real- 
ized that he “might wind up on the 
wrong side politically.” He said Dr. 
Halperin told him “that essentially 


he was a Marxist.” He said he be- 
lieved him not guilty of subversion. 


OPPOSED OPPENHEIMER 


He said he had favored the H- 
bomb program, thus opposing Dr. 
J. Robert Oppenheimer, and felt 
that he would be a “great mistake” 
not to go ahead. He said he knew 
Dr. Oppenheimer “very well,” testi- 
fied in the Gray Board hearing of 
the Oppenheimer case, and felt that 
Dr. Oppenheimer was not a security 
risk. But he said he was “abso- 
lutely satisfied’ with the Atojfnic 
Energy Commission which th- 


Dr. Hal-|drew the “Q” clearance given |Pr. 
perin was acquitted, and Dr. Von | Oppenheimer. 


He said he wdquld 


Neumann said he believes this re-| discourage efforts to get Dr. Oppen- 


sult confirms his views. 
DOESN’T SHARE VIEWS 


He said he did not share Dr. Hal- 
perin’s political beliefs, that he had 
been “violently opposed to Marxip 
ever since I can remember.” 

Dr. Von Neumann said that 
Halperin had been one of his § 
‘dents in 1 1936 and that he had ad 
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Preliminary Approval — 


Yor Neumann Is Past 1st Hurdle to AEC 


‘By MARSHALL McNEIL QO 
Scripps-Howard Btaft Mrijer X 

Dr. John Von Neumann, world- 
faméus™ m ~ has won 
preliminary approval as a mem- 
ber of the U. S. Atomic Energy 
Commission after being quizzed 
about his friendship with, and 
appeals for the acquittal of, a 
‘Canadian caught in the atom 
spy case there. 

Dr. Von Neumann also testified 
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professional contacts with him ee 
til 1940, and “more loosely after 
that.” He said that he had known 
Dr. Halperin “very well,” and real- 
ized that he “might wind up on the 
wrong side politically.” He said Dr. 


Halperin told him “that essentially 
he was a Marxist.” He said he be: 
lieved him not guilty of subversion. 


OPPOSED OPPENHEIMER 


He said he had favored the H- 
bomb program, thus opposing Dr. 
J. Robert Oppenheimer, and felt 


that he and his wife had relatives 
—but none closer than cousins—be- 
hind the Iron Curtain. He was born 
-52 years ago in Hungary. 


APPOINTED BY IKE | . 


The scientist was appointed last 
ear by President Eisenhower. The 
enate section of the Joint Congres- 
sional Atomic Energy Committee 
has approved his nomination. The 
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.next step is for the Senate itse 
: to pass on the nomination. g 
Dr. Von Neumann. also was ques- 


:tioned about the Oppenheimer case, 


t 


‘his connection with the H-bomb con- |: 


‘flict and his position in that battle. 
' He admitted that he had joined 
with a group in a message to the 

: Canadian Prime Minister expressing 

‘ confidence in and seeking acquittal 

wef lr, Israel Halperin, another 

' mathematician, who was indicted in 
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that he would be a “great mistake” 
not to go ahead.. He said he knew 
Dr. Oppenheimer “very well,” testi- 
ied in the Gray Board hearing 
e Oppenheimer case, and felt th 
r. Oppenheimer. was not a securit 


isk. But he said he was “ab | 
. ¢futely satisfied” with the Atomic 
the Canadian spy case. Dr. Hal- Energy - Commission . which with- 
perin was acquitted, and Dr. Von ‘drew the “Q” clearance given Dr—- 
Neumann said. he believes this re- ‘Oppenheimer. He said he would. 


sult confirms his views. 
DOESN’T SHARE VIEWS 
He said he did not share Dr. Hal-— 
perin’s political beliefs, that he had 
been “violently opposed to Marxism 
ever since I can remember.” 
Dr. Von Neumann said that Dr. 
Halperin had been one of his stu- 
dents in 1936 and that head Nad 
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Veorn-Neumann A pproved — | 


| Members of the Joint Committee on Atomic 


: Energy showed both good sense and a high degree . 


i of responsibility in voting unanimously to confirm 
£ Dr. Joh Vor ite feumann as a member of the. Atomic 

> Energy gy Commission. Democratic members of the 
é committee, in particular, must have been under 

* sore temptation to play politics with the appoint- 

- ment, Investigation disclosed that Dr. von Neu- 
» mann not only has cousins in his native Hun- 
: = gary, but also in the past associated, while differing, 
~ with persons who later turned out to be Marxists. 
© Under some contemporary criteria this would have 
¢ been more than enough to brand him a security 
. risk. In view of the attitude of Chairman Strauss of 
« the Atomic Energy Commission in the Oppenheimer 


6 case, it would perhaps have been poetic justice—if 


_ an immensely unfair and destructive piece of busi- 
4 ness—for the Democrats to have thrown the von 
“Neumann nomination back in Mr. Strauss’ face. 
That the committee did no such thing is a tribute 
* to the statesmanship of members, who viewed the 
ss = Teal national interest in retaining the services of a 
“ man of Dr. von Neumann’s attainments. Dr. von 
N eumann is one of the country’s most gifted mathe- 
= maticians. There is every reason to think that he is 
£ unflinchingly loyal and discreet, and that he will 
make a real contribution to the Atomic Energy 
* Commission. He also has demonstrated his intel- 
= E jectual integrity and independence by reiterating 
: his conviction—expressed compellingly in his testi- 
mony before the security board last year—that Dr. 
J. Robert Oppenheimer is not a security risk. 


Significantly, not a single Senator on either side. 


of the aisle objected to this repeated indorsement. 


This is remarkable primarily because of the wave. 


of fear and suspicion in which official actions have 
; been floundering for so long. We take the commit- 
tee action as a heartening indication that respon- 
sible legislators are shucking off any feeling that 
they must toady to the remnants of McCarthyism. 
We hope the Administration fully appreciates the 
meaning of what was done; the example is-one for 
. the Executive Branch—and especially the Afomic 
Energy Commission—to emulate. ‘The next ques- 
tion is whether the Administration will seek a man 
. of like indeperidence, or merely a rubber stamp, for 
‘the’ long unfilled - remaining vacancy on : the 
commission. . —— 
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Go By the Associated Press 
A mathematical scientist who 
believes that important discov- 
'eries remainyto be made in, 
| atomic energy was unanimously 
approved yesterday as a mem- 
ber of the Atomic Energy Com- . 
! ‘mission by the Joint Senate- | 
'touse Atomic Cgmmiétee. 
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0 | 
is credited with a major role in 
the application of high-speed 
salculating machines to the de- 
velopment of atomic and hydro- 
‘gen bombs. 
| His nomination to the AEC 
post by President Eisenhower 
now goes to the Senate for con- 
: firmation. 
| A member of the war-time 
| staff at the Los Alamos Atomic 
i Weapons Laboratory: and a con- 
| sultant to all three of the armed 
| SErvices, Dr. Von Neumann was 
;a member of the faculty of the 
i Institute of Advanced Study at 
Princeton, N. J., until his nomi- 
|nation to the AEC last Otcober. 
appearance before 
‘ members of the joint committee 
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today, he was asked by Senator 
Pastore, Democrat, of "Rhode 


Island whether he thought he | 
could serve the atomic program | 
| “better.as a commissioner than 
as a consultant.” + ge | 


“Replying He ‘thought he could | 
because he’d be working “full ; 
time” rather than part time, Dr. | 
7on Neumann said, “I do’ ee 


|He added that he felt scientists | 
could do good work on the com- ' 
mission because “I don’t think 
it’s. true that all the ‘important | 
discoveries have been made,” 
and that, therefore, a scientific 
viewpoint can be of possible as- 
isistance in the AEC’s overall! 
work. The AEC already has one wer to questions that he per 
other scientist, Dr. Willard Libpy. . agreement. “did. ‘not constitute a, renal believed that Dr. Oppen 
During his testimony, Dr. Von | Security. - risk (on Dr. . Oppen- boat did not constitute a se 


: ase ewine Photo. 
DR: JOHN VON NEUMANN. f 


Neumann ‘said “he and Dr. J. | heimer’s ‘part), or a ee of | curity risk either on the H-bom 
Robert Oppenheimer “definitely loyalty.” atter, or on, his “total past 
belonged in opposite camps” He ‘also. declared that he ‘felt | record (and) personality. y 

with regard to early controversy | the AEC’s -ultimate .decision to Bat he said the commission’s 


about whether ‘the: - H«bemb | | withdraw Dr. Oppenheimer’ S ac-}decision had been reached on 

should’ be built—“TI was in favor | cess to atomic secrets was. “prop- their evaluation of the Oppen- 

of the H-bomb.” ~ ig reached.” heimer case and “according to- 
But he said he felt this dis- He tater told a reporter in an-~ ‘their own convictions. 
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By Warren Unna 
Staff Reporter 
= Lhe Joint Congressional Com- 
m mittee on Atomic Energy yester- 
#iday unanimously approved the 


* ergy. Commission of Dr. John 
‘von Neumann, Princeton Insti- 
‘tute for Advanced Studies 
.{mathematician. 


simittee indicated. its concern 
mover von. Neumann’s associa- 
@ tions and Hungarian origin may 


m@his nomination by President 
m Eisenhower, last October 24. 
Under questioning - by -Sen. 


mann said he counted among 
m his academic friends Canadian 
& Professor I. L. Halperin of 
Queens University, Hamilton, 
Ontario, and Professor W. J.: 
Alexander, of Princeton. | 

He said he had joined other! 


academicians in sending a tele- 


gram to Canada’s Prime Minis- 
ter protesting Halperin’s inno-| 
‘cence -when Halperin was in-: 
dicted in: the 1946 paced 
atomic sppy. trials. 

He. said. Halperin subse-. 
quently had been “acquitted” 
by the Royal Canadian Com-. 
mission, promoted to a full pro- 
fessorship and elected to the 
Royal Society. of Canada, so 
a felt his opinion had been. 
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At the same. time, the Com-} 


have helped delay yesterday’s|. 
m hearing until 44% months after} 


i Albert Gore (D-Tenn.), von Neu-| 
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“My opig ions hae. been vio- 
lently. oppose arixism ever. 


since .I can remember. How- 
ever, in that particular, case I 
felt an obligation to a man 


whose opinions differ from 
mine, and in a large case, just” 


4 because they differ from mine,” 
5 Neumann told the Commit- 
= tee 
*% Subsequently, von Hatiata 
a added, Halperin told him he 
ie was a “Marxist.” 

%| As for Professor Alexander, 

‘givon Neumann declared: “He’s 

#i\a friend of mine, but I- cer- 


2 y poutee! views.” Alexander was 


“1 Von Neumann also said a 
{Communist “absolutely” should 
- Nha have access to secret 


The mathematician told Sen.| 
#44John.O. Pastore (D-R. I.) he 
3 Was “absolutely confident” his 
# Hungarian origin would have’ 


fa arlticipation of its joining the, 
ei Axis in World War II, became 
-ia United States citizen in 1937, 
Eiand neither he nor his wife. 
® had ‘any relatives closer than | 
cousins left-in Europe: 

| Von Neumann made no ‘apol-' 
ogies-for his support last year. 
Aiof Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer 
during the lengthy AEC hear 
ing which labeled the famed 
nuclear physicist a security 
risk and ineligible to continue 
as a Government consultant.:- 

'. He said he did not believe. 
Oppenheimer’ a “security risk,” 
but that the decision had ‘been 
made by “honest, intelligent 
nen”. and “it would not be in 
the. pape ifterest™ to propen 
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miitainly don’t agree with his. 


a He said -he fled Hungary in 
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Here is something Jeass ring 
apyointment.of Dr. John-Von“Neumann to 
the Atomic Energy Commission which goes : 

: | beyond his undisputed standing as. a -bril- 
. liant man of science. It has nothing to do,. 
directly, with the fact that he testified in | 
defense of Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer in the : 
‘latter’s security-risk hearing. It. does not 
spring from his. farsighted advocacy of an 
all-out effort to make the hydrogen bomb, ; 
nor from the fact that he had much to do, 
with its successful development. — ; 
. Instead, it is a reassurance which finds : 
its source in the knowledge that the Presi- © 
dent has chosen for this highly important .. 
post a man whose feet seem to be firmly ~ 
planted on the'ground.. = *- °°"). jy, 
Dr. Yon Neumann is not an extremist. * 
He does not believe that the good wartime 
relationship betweén scientists and the Gov- ~ 
ernment is being “destroyed” by our.security > 
system. And remarks to the effect that sci- , 
entists will cease to work for the Govern-* 
ment have been characterized by him as 
“loose” talk. At the same time, he is fully 
alive to the dangers and shortcomings of 
the security system as it operates today. . 
- Dr. Von Neumann starts from the prem-' | | 
ise that the problems which. grow out of.,.! | 
the need to protect Government secrets on” 
the one hand, and the protection of the 
“rights of individuals on the other, will be 
with us for a long time.. Testifying before 
the House Government Operations Commit-' 
tee last summer, Dr. Von Neumann put. it 
this way: © oe 7 | 
The strained world situation (out of 
_. which these acute problems flow) has been 
going on for 10 years, and 10 years is a long 
time; and if it has-been going on for 10 years, 
it might easily go on for another -10 years. 
‘I have.a lot of confidence that the (security) 
problem will have to be solved, but I think . 
it will ‘have to be solved by legislation. I do 
“not ‘bamk on the problem of security dis- 
- “appearing, because it is completely outside 
- our control. It exists for reasons about which . 
nothing. It may not disapppate—= 
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‘ ‘sponsibility. It is reassuring, however, to 


- named to the sensitive AEC. Those who fear 
the consequences of the prevailing security 


"be heard in the inner circles, 


"e~elejvent on from this rather eheszless 
Starting point to argue’ that a dismissal for 


Mr. Harbo 


* Security reasons'is, for the average person, Mi. Pareoas 
< and especially for “small People,” a profes- — Mr, Rosen 
Sional catastrophe. Im many industries it | Mr. Tamm 
mould be.comparable, hé said, to the expul- Mr. Sizoo 
itn of a Goctor By tte. American Medical Mr. Winterrowd 
Association::Dr. "Vor Neumann pursued the Tele. Room 
. Matter in this vein:. uae Cala Mr. Holloman 
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toate Public attention is now focused on this 
7 Problem, and the.ublic frequently views 
‘: security proceedings gs minor trials for trea- 
Scn. Yet we are stilt living with’ a system 
Vesa this is an administrative matter and 
is handled administratively,- not- judicially. 
Chis is ‘a very bad situation because by.now 
-the public puts a judicial :interpretation on 
all the administrative measures: that. are 

7 taken, and the administrative measures have 
_ to _be taken by administrators ‘and not: by 
and: therefore without most of the 
_ Safeguards that would surround a judicial 


‘Spell out the details of a desirable judicial 
Procedure. That will be a very difficult thing 
to do, if it can be done, and it is not his re- 
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